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“Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? be- 
hold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white alreaty to harvest. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together."—JOHN 4: 35, 36. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 263.] 
SECOND DAY. 
Fray, April 7th, 10 a.m. 
The choir and congregation sang the hymn which begins: 
Redeemer of Israel. 
Prayer by Elder David H. Cannon. 


Singing by the choir: 
All hail the glorious day. 
PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 

was the first speaker. He referred to the presence of the Spirit of the 
Lord in yesterday’s meetings, and the excellent instructions given. The 
Salt Lake Temple choir had been invited to attend the remaining sessions 
of the Conference, and would render musical selections, to aid in * 
the proceedings interesting. 

ELDER JOHN w. TAYLOR, 
of the quorum of the Twelve, followed. He had been absent for some time 
preaching the Gospel i in Colorado, and felt impressed to report his labors 
there. Since it is the duty of the Latter-day Saints to preach the Gospel 
in all the world, which is without the fulness of the light, the duty must 
be performed. The necessity of baptism for the remission of sing, wag 
be emphasized, and the signs following the believer were to be proclaime 
About thirty are at present preaching the Gospel in the Colorado 
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Preaching without purse and scrip was in vogue there, and the receiving 
or the rejecting of the Gospel was to be made the great test of the faith 
of men. There would be a full realization of the promise of the Savior, 
that they who receive His ministers receive Him, and they who reject 
them reject Him. The Lord had blessed the labors of the young mission- 
aries, some two hundred and seventy converts having been made. The 
people of Colorado were of similar disposition to those living in these 
valleys, hospitable, open-hearted, and susceptible to the truth. All the 
promises made by Jesus to His ministers had been fulfilled upon the mis- 
sionaries, the gifts of tongues, prophecy, and miracles having been bestowed 
upon them. 

The testimony of Jesus, the foundation of the Gospel in the hearts of 
men, was being established in the souls of the missionaries and their con- 
verts. Even the agitation now prevalent against the Latter-day Saints 
was doing a great deal of good in bringing us before the people, and rais- 
ing up friends for us. Thousands of such friends were to be found in 
Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico, even though most of them would not, 
for various reasons, receive the Gospel. All the other missions throughout 
the world were being blessed also, and the blessings of God were being 
poured out upon the people. 

The speaker bore a powerful testimony to the truth of the Gospel, the 
power of God unto salvation.” All the gifts pertaining to the Kingdom 
of God, were being manifested among the Latter-day Saints, and the 
prophecy of Daniel regarding the little stone, was approaching fulfilment. 
The Lord would suddenly come to His templé And those possessed of the 
spirit of purity and obedience would be able to endure the day of His 
coming. Energy and enthusiasm in the work of God would accomplish 
much, and it should be cultivated by all. When the Elders of the Church 
enter the houses of the people, and pronounce the peace of God upon 
them, the promise of peace was fulfilled through the mercy of God. And 
the Spirit of God had sealed testimony and conversion upon the hearts of 
hundreds of the honest. 3 : 

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT 

of the Council of the Twelve, was the next speaker. Following is a brief 
synopsis of his rewarks: His heart was set upon aiding the advancement 
of the kingdom of God; he thanked God daily for the restoration of the 
fulness of the Gospel, and he trusted that he would never depart from the 
truth. He hoped; as time advanced, to increase in faith and be ever zeal- 
ous for good works. In reference to the agitation that was being stirred 
up against the Saints, he rejoiced in seeing the redoubled interest taken 
in the preaching of the Elders in consequence of it. In the Northern 
States mission, the same result had ensued, as was explained by Elder 
Taylor in his remarks. In a recent visit to the East, he rejoiced exceed- 
ingly at the thought that his lot had been cast among the Saints. At 
Kirtland he found number of members of the so-called “reorganized” 
church. They were in possession of the Temple there, but were in utter 
obliviousness as to the use of such building. They were in darkn 
and he was convinced that it was futile to séek to convert them to th 
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truth. Their claims to being the true Church of Christ were absurd. 
Even the opposition that had in past years arisen against the community 
here, had furnished evidence of the true position of the work of God. In 
the assaults of the government against it which had been carried through 
the courts, the defendant had been named The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

The speaker explained that the labors of the Elders in : Idaho had re- 
sulted in the most gratifying success, and thus had been fulfilled a pre- 
diction of President Wilford Woodruff. He likewise spoke of the glorious 
principles of redemption associated with vicarious work performed for the 
dead who did not have an opportunity of hearing and embracing the 
Gospel while in mortality. It was the design of the Almighty to save to 
the uttermost, so that none should be lost except the “sons of perdition,” 
who would be insignificant in number compared with the great host of 
the human family. The speaker bore a powerful testimony of Christ and 
His work, with all its powers, gifts,and promises, of the existence of which 
he had obtained a personal knowledge. 

The Temple choir sang the hymn commencing, 


Zion stands with hills surrounded. 
ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE, 


of the Council of Apostles, addressed the Conference. It had been demon- 
strated in the testimonies given during the Conference, that God is with 
the Latter-day Saints and that the prophecies uttered regarding the work 
are being fulfilled, the weak things of the earth being chosen for the 
accomplishment of the purposes of God. He had been very much im- 
pressed in attending a meeting in honor of the President of the Salt 
Lake Temple, Lorenzo Snow, with the thought of the value of a well- 
spent life. Men who were willing to keep the commandments of God, in 
preference to all else, and had done all in their power to advance His 
work in the world, were blessed of Him. Of this fact the speaker had a 
strong testimony. God had sustained him in all the vicissitudes and 
duties of life. That for which we were most condemned was an evidence 
that we were the Israel of God. Of this fact there were many more 
evidences. The Latter-day Saints were spoken of as devoted to their 
country and to the constitution of the United States. This loyalty they 
had manifested on every possible occasion. They had always been liberty- 
loving, and respectful to the government. They could well afford to labor 
and to wait for the rule of righteousness would prevail in the end. 

The Latter-day Saints had shown their love of learning and intelligence, 
by the fact that the first house built in every settlement was the school 
hoase. They desired to be trained and educated in all that is true and 
good, and to be made acquainted with the conditions of salvation. 

The Apostle John wrote on the subject of the joy of fellowship with God, 
through belief in the atonement of Christ and obedience to the ordinances 
of the Gospel. In the first epistle of John was also to be found a striking 
testimony of the efficacy of the blood of Christ i in cleansing — Lin all 
those who keep the commandrients of God. 
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In reviewing the lives of the servants of God in this dispensation, he 
had been impressed with their unselfishness and devotion to the principles 
of righteousness. None of the principles and ordinances revealed in the 
Gospel of Christ were unessential or temporary. The importance and 
power of the Priesthood was testified of, and it was stated that those who 
were faithful in the Aaronic and the Melchisedek Priesthood would attain 
thereby to the joys of eternal life. 

The choir and congregation sang: 

God moves in a mysterious way. 


Benediction by Elder B. H. Roberts. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
2p.m. The choir and congregation sang the hymn commencing: 
How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord. 
Prayer by Elder Angus M. Cannon. 
The hymn which begins, 
For the strength of the hills we bless Thee, 
was sung by the choir. 


_ ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH. 

Elder John Henry Smith of the Council of the Twelve, was the first 
speaker this afternoon. He desired to speak briefly upon several topics. 
Our present position had not been attained through instruction in spiritual 
matters alone. It had largely been the result of our giving attention to 
the practical affairs of life. Our reputation in this regard had caused 
our people to be sought after as colonists for sections of country in which 
capitalists had sought to develop financial enterprises. Their ability in 
such pioneer work had resulted from their success and experience in 
redeeming arid regions, which under their manipulation had become pro- 
ductive. This efficiency had likewise been brought about by their being 
more united in sentiment and effort than other peoples. Many people 
who paid no attention to the religious faith of the Saints recognized the 
ability of the Saints in utilizing the elements for the support of mankind, 
and some had even been led to inquire into the system of religion by this 
superiority in the manipulation of material affairs. The speaker, while 
giving credit to the Saints for this ability in the material affairs of life, 
said there was yet much room for improvement in these matters. The 
Saints should constantly strive to bring their products up to the highest 
possible standard of excellence. Should this be done what was produced 
in Utah would be at a premium in every market within reach. This 
would lead to greater prosperity and enable the people to enlarge and 
beautify their homes. The speaker asked his hearers to give attention 
to these matters. Many were spreading out into a variety of fields in 
different sections of this region. They should not only exhibit efficiency 
in conquering the elements, but also show a superior moral and religious 
standard to all peoples with whom they might come in contact. Thus they 
would contribute to the conquest of the world by righteousness and the 
arts Of peace, avoiding war and contention. Strangers who come toward. 
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Utah from different directions have often remarked that they could tell 
when they were approaching a “Mormon” settlement, because of the 
comparatively thrifty appearance of the farms and gardens. 

Elder Smith spoke on the subject of missionary work abroad, giving it 
as his opinion that millions of the people of the world are believers in the 
Gospel and were giving its spread their active help, though not yet willing 
to embrace the truth. He thought it was important that the newspapers 
and magazines should be utilized in the most efficient way possible, for the 
spread of the work. Papers friendly to the Church should be mailed to 
friends and relatives abroad, and only such magazines and papers as are 
suitable, should be introduced into the world. In this way light could be 
shed abroad on the true condition of affairsin Utah. The efforts of Mr. 
Charles Ellis and other non-members of the Church who had defended the 
Latter-day Saints were commended. 

There was no community anywhere else in the world, whose leaders had 
done so much as ours, in giving to their followers such material advantages 
as we enjoy. The speaker earnestly exhorted the congregation to make 
liberal use of publications which explained the doctrines of the Gospel 
and the real character and genius of that community of Latter-day Saints. 

Elder Smith bore testimony to the divine origin of the Church, and 
predicted the final triumph of the work of God. 

The Temple choir sang the selection, 

Shall we meet beyond the river? 
ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN 

of the Council of Apostles, was the next speaker. He said in substance: 
Many thoughts were suggested to him by the remarks of the brethren. 
We are connected with as important a work as was ever established on 
the earth—God’s work for the salvation of the children of men. It de- 
serves our undivided attention. The authority of God, revealed in our 
day, and possessed by a host of men made it worth while that their words 
be heeded, that they might bring about the redemption of the world, both 
temporally and spiritually. It was the design that the effects of the fall 
should be overcome and men be brought into communion with God. The 
plan revealed from God for this purpose was reasonable, as it had saved 
people in the past, and would continue to do so in the future. 

In sixty-nine years it had stirred the world, so that people abroad had 
generally been agitated in regard to the Latter-day Saints and their doc- 
trines. Yet these doctrines were unpopular, and it tried men’s souls in 
every way, to receive the truth. Yet it was suited to all men’s conditions, 
and would satisfy every desire of the human heart. It was broad and 
deep enough for rich and poor, learned and ignorant, and if any were 
bumble, in need of reform, or imbued with any righteous ambition it 
would meet all such needs. 

Evidence was needed to convince men of the truths of the doctrines, 
and to inculcate a proper faith in the work. 

As this conviction of the truth entered into the hearts of men, they 
would be all the more anxious to become more and wore in harmony with 
its inner spirit. Excellent opportunities for teaching these principles to 
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the world were provided, and as men became lovers of the Lord and 
forgetful of self, there would be an increasing stream of inspiration 
from God to men, testifying to them of the truth of the work. This 
knowledge would produce a depth of joy, which is indicative of a much 
greater joy hereafter. The windows of heaven were open, and men re- 
cieved joy and peace according to their — to receive. We shall 
want a fullness of these conditions in eternity and we should approach as 
near to that situation in mortality as possible. Te should reach as nearly 
as possible to perfection. God has given no command ment that it is 
impossible for us to fulfill, Faith and repentance are gifts of God, as 
reformation is requisite to obtaining salvation. The first step in repent- 
ance is to stop sinning; cease to do evil and learn todo well. Then we 
can attain to the blessings of God. Why should man be forgiven his 
sins unless he shall forsake them. Christ came into the world and suffered 
for our redemption. Man could not do that, it was necessarily the work 
of a God to offer Himself a sacrifice as an atonement. We should strive 
to the utmost to do all that is possible, while we live, for the upbuilding of 
the work of God. How grateful we should be that so greut a salvation 
has been divinely provided for the salvation of men. The veteran leaders 
of the Church present this day are true men; they were intimate with the 
Prophet Joseph who under God founded this work. So were the others 
who had not seen the Prophet. The Lord had also revealed the knowledge 
of the divine mission and calling of Brigham Young, John Taylor, Wilford 
Woodruff and Lorenzo Snow, all of whom were worthy successors of the 
great Prophet Joseph Smith. In order to be worthy of the leadership of 
such men, we should all be faifthful in keeping the commandments of God, 
for in such a course are profit and salvation. 

The blessing of God was invoked upon the work of God, and upon the 
nation which has given it an asylum. 

PRESIDENT JOSEPH r. SMITH 

was the closing speaker of the meeting. He had been 8 and edified 
by the instructions given during the Conference, and exhorted all to a dili- 
gent and faifthful consideration of the counsels given. The testimonies 
borne would be a witness to the world, for which the world would be held 
esponsible. Président Smith thought that God had borne record of the 
truth to thousands who had not yet seen fit to receive it. The responsi- 
bility would rest with them. Some of these were seeking by every means 
to hide themselves from a conviction of the truth, and were opposing it. 
In many instances their efforts resulted in making the truth better and 
more widely known. Because of the election of a member of the Church 
to Congress, efforts were being made to fasten blame on the Church, 
but President Saith stated clearly and forcibly that B. H. Roberts was 
not the candidate of the Church and that he was elected, not by the 
Church or its officers, but by the people of his political party. The 
Church could not be held responsible for the course or actions of any o 
the political parties. 

President Smith spoke on the subject of home industries, and praised 
especially Z. C. M. I. for its commendable efforts in the direction of manu- 


LATTER DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 279 


facturing and merchandising. It should be sustained by the people, and 
should be made strong against all kinds of disaster. Such industries 
should be increased, and commensurate efforts should be made to provide 
labor for imigrants, and that they be established in self-support. 

The choir and congregation sang, 

We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet. 
Benediction by Elder George Reynolds. 
Conference adjourned till 10 a.m. on Sunday. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH ITEMS. 


- Business has been rushing in the state land office the past week, the daily receipts 
averaging over $1,000. 

The city council of Provo has under consideration the proposition of laying an up-to- 
date system of sewerage. 

The Utah Mothers’ congress held a two days’ session in Salt Lake, Monday and Tues- 
day, April 10th and 11th. 

At a public meeting held at Nephi, it was decided that the town should soon have an 
electric light system, a $7,000 opera house and a $4,000 creamery. 

The state fair to be held in Salt Lake City this fall will be one of the best ever held in 
the state, and exhibitions are promised from almost every township. 

Ten new cars are being received daily by the Rio Grande Western. All Utah roads 
will have to greatly increase their rolling stock this year, owing to the increase in traffic. 
Plans and specifications have been completed for five new school houses to be built in 
Gunnison this summer. The buildings will be of stone. Utah is fast forging to the front 
in the matter of school facilities. 

Governor Wells has received an invitation for himself and the people of Utah to attend 
the exposition of Greater America, to be held at Omaha during the coming summer. Free 
space is offered for a Utah exhibit. 

The sheepmen of the state are happy. Their losses in the winter were very small, and 
the wool crop promises to exceed that of a year ago. Sheep are in splendid condition, 
and all is well with the men of wool. | 

A sydicate has been formed in Salt Lake for the purpose of purchasing the Deseret News 
corner and offering the same as a site for the new federal building. The lot in question is 
full quarter of a block, facing the temple. 

Work on the big canal near Fort Duchesne will commence in a few days. The canal 
will cover 38,000 acres of good land, and when it is finished there will be room for a num- 
ber of energetic farmers in that immediate vicinity. 

E. Secretary McDaniel of the salt palace association reports the receipt of inquiries indi- 
cating a widespread interest in the project in the east. Eastern papers are asking for 
information and intending eastern exhibitors are applying for space. 

After the capture of Caloocan, Utah and Kansas soldiers repaired a small locomotive 
found in the town, and soon had a railruad line in complete operation. It was used to 
carry supplies for the troops. It was dubbed The Kansas and Utah Short Line.“ 

The people of Gunnison are happy in the belief that a sugar factory will be erected 
there next year, eastern capital having been pledged to that end, and experiments have 
shown that the soil in and adjacent to Gunnison is especially adapted to the culture of the 
sugar-beet, 
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WORK. 


WuHeEN Adam fell and was cast out of the garden of Eden, the Lord said 
to him, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground.” Ever since that event men have been struggling to 
avoid this sentence, but often they find it harder to escape the work than 
to take hold manfully and accomplish what God designed in that saying. 
It is often spoken of as a curse, but when we understand fully the designs 
of the Creator in that, as in all his other dealings with the children of 
men, we shall find they are calculated in their very nature to bless and 
elevate rather than to curse. God is love,” and how is it possible that he 
should take delight in torturing the objects of His unbounded love! 

Nature, if observed closely, will teach us valuable lessons in industry. 
None of the visible creations are idle, but everywhere there are changes 
going on that tend to better the conditions of earth and make it more 
suited to the nature and use of man. The elements are at work dis- 
integrating the solid rocks and forming soil wherein may be generated 
plant life to beautify the landscape and to furnish food and protection for 
the animal creation. There is continuous activity in the vegetable king- 
dom, selecting and assimilating from the elements, through the co-opera- 
tion of the heat and light of the sun, such material as is necessary for 
plant structure, and, through a magic power that far surpasses the wisdom 
of man in his highest estate, forming this into stem, leaf, flower, fruit and 
seed, and all apparently to minister to the needs, comforts and pleasures 
of man. Even on the death of the plant, the elements are at work dis- 
integrating and separating the elementary substances to prepare them 
for further use in the economy of creation. 7 

Animal life is unceasingly working to convert the material furnished 
by the vegetable world into various forms suitable to supply the needs of 
man in food, clothing and many other necessaries and conveniences of 
civilized life. The winds are tirelessly at work removing from man’s 
habitation the noxious vapors that are offensive to his nature and detri- 
mental to his health, and replacing them by life-sustaining oxygen, with- 
out which life would be speedily terminated. Working to support life on 
the earth, we find the sun distilling and purifying the waters from the 
mighty ocean, and then influencing the winds to carry them over the land 
to aid in purifying the air and to furnish that element which constitutes 
a large proportion of all animal and vegetable substances, 
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The earth itself is never idle, but is traversing its orbit bringing about 
the changes of the seasons, alternating in the northern and southern 
hemispheres, without which much of the surface would be uninhabitable. 
Then again we find it rolling on its axis and thus furnishing sunlight and 
warmth to countries in all longitudes, and alternating with darkness when 
2 can rest their weary bodies preparatory to the labors of the following 

ay. 

Among all the creations of the universe, man seems to be alone in sbirk- 
ing this responsibility of labor, and, although counted the crowning work 
of creation, he above all others, is found working along the lines of selfish- 
ness, disregarding the welfare of others, being contented to live the life 
of a parasite. Is it not just possible that somewhere and sometime 
in the great beyond there will come a balancing time, and is it not just 
that there should, when those who have shirked their portion of labor in 
this life will find themselves overwhelmed with obligations, and will be 
required to “pay the uttermost farthing”? 

Man takes up the work of nature and aids her by supplying suitable 
conditions for growth in plant and animal life, and then prepares the raw 
material for his use and convenience. All we eat, all we wear, all the 
necessaries and comforts of life are the products of labor, and he who has 
failed to do his part in the world's work as God gives him strength, is de- 
serving of but little of those products. 

The health of the body and the power and activity of the mind are 
dependent upon both physical and mental exercise, and either will rust 
out sooner than wear out. Rest or change, which is rest, is needed also; 
but all rest is no rest at all. Activity is life; perfect quiet is death. Time 
drags heavily on the hands of the idler, and of all men he is the most 
miserable, and of all created things, the most useless. 

There is diversity of opinion as to what is best in life, for as the poet 
ais „Some place the bliss in action, some in ease; 

Those call it pleasure, and contentment, these.” 

These are both wrong, for real lasting happiness cannot be found in 
either pleasure-seeking solely for pleasure’s sake, or in slothful inactivity; 
but it is necessary to act with a definite, desirable object in view, then 
work becomes pleasurable. It is often claimed that there is more joy in 
obtaining than in having obtained. A conquest gained dwindles in im- 
portance, a position reached becomes common-place, an ideal attained 
loses its ideality. He is to be pitied who has reached the acme of his 
ambitions. The ideals of the active man will grow faster than his power 
to reach them. There is always a place in the world for a worker—for 
one who is willing to do what God has appointed and trust Him for results. 
There is no disgrace in work, only in not doing it or in not doing it 
well. The slothful waits for opportunity; the worker forges it out of his 
surroundings. 

Sonie love life as they love money, to squander and waste it; such should 
take into consideration a reckoning time when they will be “weighed in 
the balance and found wanting; “For the Son of man shall come in the 


282 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


glory of his Father with bis angels; and then he shall reward every man 
according to his works.” 

All we get in this life is the product of work, yet there are many who 

deceive themselves by thinking that Christ will do all for them pertaining 
to the life to come, but they will be safer to follow the admonition of Paul 
to the Philippians: “Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling.” A. W. 
A SuGexrstion ok Monk. — For some time there has been at 36 Penton 
Street, London, a couple of Armenian brethren who have been some years 
in the Church. They left their native land with the intention of going to 
Utah, and had with them certain curios which they fondly imagined would 
when sold furnish them the funds for their transportation; owing to the 
interminable methods of Turkish custom house officials, these things have 
not been released, and the brethren are tired and weary with waiting and 
with unsuccessful efforts at securing employment in London. It seems 
very desirable that they should be relieved immediately; if the Elders 
and Saints would contribute to this end we should be glad. The 
amounts from each Conference should be sent to “42” forthwith, so that 
these members of a proscribed and persecuted people may reach New 
York any way, when possibly their way might open upto Utah. These 
brethren appear to be clever and now half Anglicised as to language. 
Missionaries are decidedly needed in Turkey, and once in Salt Lake City, 
Arabic and other tongues understood by them wight be taught as desired, 
so saving months of effurt now needed after arrival in any part of Turkey. 
We should very much like to see the brethren go through, and aid either 
from this or from the other side the Atlantic would be a boon indeed. 
Every one can do a little. 


We have received but few orders for Professor Nelson’s book on 
“Preaching and Public Speaking.” He places the price to Elders laboring 
in the field, full cloth, $1.25, leather and cloth, $1.50. To the ambitious 
student and to the reader generally, there are valuable hints and much that 
will edify and interest if it is received in the spirit thereof. a 


Wx will receive orders for Jensen's Church Chronology.” Its historic 
items run from 1805 to 1898, so that students can be posted on everything 
“Mormonic,” from before the organization of the Church almost up to 
date. The prices are $1.25, $1.50 aud $2.00, in Salt Lake City. We expect 
a supply in about six weeks. | , 


’ THERE is some demand for Charles Ellis’s pamphlet on “Mormons and 
Mormonism.” If the Presidents of Conferences will kindly say how many 
they can use, it might be worth while to republish it in England, please 
let us know in time. It is a good thing for ministers and all others. : 


WE also note in the News that Professor Talmage’s book on the “Articles 
of Faith,” so highly commended by President Snow, is now on sale, and we 
will order for the brethren who may notify this office. The prices are 
$1.00, $1.50, and $2.00 in Salt Lake City. 
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From Bro. Wm. E. Morse we learn of the marriage of Bro. Thomas 
Douglas and Miss Mary Jane Tucker of Abertillery on the 17th of April. 
A few friends and several of the Elders were invited to a supper and 
reception. 


THE Anchor line s.s. Anchoria which sailed from Glasgow, on April 20, 


with returning Elders ani emigrating Saints on board, arrived in New 
York, May 1, with all well. | 


For convenience we have had the twelve numbers of “Rays of Living 


Light,” bound in pamphlet form. The price is 10d. sa a 6s. 6d. 
per hundred. 


RxLEASk. In response to a telegram sheet President Snow, Elder Joshua 
Coombs, who has been over a year in the Nottingham Conference, has been 
honorably released to return home Saturday, April 29, per s. Etruria, on 
account of the dangerous illness of his wife. Our sympathies are with 
Eider Coombs, and our prayers are offered that the Lord will bless his wife, 
and lengthen out her days that they may yet rejoice together again in 
this probation if it be His will. 

President Ruff traveled to Liverpool with Brother Coombs and was 
quite a support to the surprised and stricken Elder. 


CONFERENCE Noricr,—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Leeds Conference District will be held 
in the Forresters’ Hall, Charlotte Street, Hull, on Sunday, May 14, 1899, 
Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


—— 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


good strain as follows: 


“Being strongly prompted of the Spirit to hold Conference in Hull, I 
have been there and completed arrangements and know the Lord approves, 
therefore we can anticipate an enjoyable time. 

“We are laboring diligently to reach many who are apparently con- 
verted now, but were not brought to baptism, by the recent labors of Elders 
just returned home, After a long rest they seem terribly anxious. 

“Our final baptism for this time will take place May 6th, and I trust 
we shall be blessed with a goodly number.” 


ELDER WX. H. Geirrin writes from — under date of May A 
as follows: 

“Last Sunday Elder N. Clark and I visited Mr. Cadbury’s school. It 
was my second visit. We informed them we were Americans and our mis- 
sion was that of preaching the Gospel and working for the betterment of 


-t- — — — — LL LLL ꝓhꝛę8ͥ— 
ankind. 


284 LATTER DAT SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“We were invited into the rostrum and introduced to Mr. Cadbury and 
his aids. They received us kindly and gave us a warm welcome and intro- 
duced us to six-hundred students as their American brethren. 

“At the close of the general exercises we had the pleasure of entering 
into a few Gospel conversations. 

“We were afterwards introduced to a large Bible class, and kindly asked 
to take charge of the class. We thanked them and accepted the unlooked 
for privilege. A good Sunday morning was spent. We shook the hands 
of many and were treated with every respect and kindness. We hope to 
go again, get acquainted with them, win their good will and prove to them 
that we are worthy of their confidence; and when they know us as we 
truly are, then will their hearts be open and best prepared to receive our 
testimonies. I believe much good can be done in these schools.” 


PRESIDENT E. R. Owen of the Cardiff Conference writes some pithy 
things 

“TI personally think that we as a people have been far too careless in 
failing to correct the base falsehoods now so numerous, and also in not 
seeking interviews with publishers so they might correct the assertions 
that are made from time to time. I more particularly refer to works that 
are looked upon as authority, such as one would naturally seek to for in- 
formation, such as religious histories, dictionaries, encyclopedias, etc. But 
I realize that it is very difficult to do this, and yet I am fully convinced 
that we could have done more than we have. So alsoin making use of 
the press. We Elders as a rule seem to shirk this responsibility. Oppor- 
tunities are often given, or at least they present themselves, when an 
occasional, well-written composition could probably find insertion. The 
longer I am in the field the more I am convinced that we are not aggres- 
sive enough, we cannot always afford to wait for opportunities, we must 
make our own, and we must open up the way, asking God to assist us, and 
not ask Him to open up the way for us while we stand idly by. 

“You referred to ‘Meteoric Elders.’ Pardon me, but is there not too 
many of us that are truly ‘meteoric?’ I think when the word is used of 
the meteors in the solar system they are looked upon as without object, 
without purpose, without system—fragments of others driving through 
space at a rapid rate, leaving nothing behind only a little dust as the 
result of wasted or unutilized energy. May God grant that all ‘Meteoric 
Elders’ may become planets, to shine for ever and ever!” 


THE following from President J. W. West shows encouraging prospects 
in London: 


“When Philip was converted to belief in Jesus, and was convinced that 
he had found ‘him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write,’ 
his first impulse was to convey the glad news of his discovery to his friend 
Nathaniel. Nathaniel said unto him, ‘Can there any good thing come out 
of Nazareth?’ Philip saith unto him, ‘Come and see.’ 

“Elders, Saints and converts to the restored Gospel of this same Jesus, 
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in the enthusiasm and joy of their discovery, are everywhere echoing the 
invitation of Philip Come and see,’ ‘Come and hear for yourself,’ in the 
ful) confidence implied in Philip’s invitation, that if their friends will do 
so, they ‘shall know for themselves and not another.’ 

“But there bas been a great difficulty in securing suitable places to 
hold services and invite friends to visit. Our desire is that meetings 
shall be held in the best halls obtainable and in the most favorable 
localities, that Saints and investigators may take pride in asking friends 
to come and hear the Gospel. In London we have secured a splendid 
room in the Clerkenwell Town Hall, Roseberry Avenue, for future 
Sunday meetings, and a more congenial Conference house in a better 
locality than the one we now occupy is the next contemplated move. 

“On Sunday last (23rd ult), in response to the invitation ‘Come and see’ 
the new hall was filled, and the Saints and Elders rejoiced in the outpour- 
ing of the Spirit of the Lord, also in the great improvement in their 
place of worship, and they are pleased that, during the month of April, 
eleven souls were added to their number by yielding obedience to the 
ordinances of the Gospel. These were not included in the Conference re- 
port. They also wish to thank, through the medium of the Stak, the kind 
friend in Dunstable who contributed one pound for the good of the cause, 
which called to mind the saying of our Savior, that they who give in secret 
will be rewarded openly. Surely the Elders and Sisters laboring in the 
London Conference feel encouraged in their work.” 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE. 


Tue Sheffield Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was held April 30, 1899, in the Arcade Hall, Market Hill, Barnsley, 
President E. P. Oldham presiding. 

There were present: Of the Presidency of the European Mission, Elder 
Henry W. Naisbitt; President Geo. Ruff and Elder Samuel Hadley of the 
‘Nottingham Conference; Elders F. C. Lee, H. C. Brown and Chas. E. Rose 
of the Leeds Conference, and President E. P. Oldham and all the Traveling 
Elders of the Sheffield Conference. 

At the morning session President Oldham extended, in a brief opening 
address, a hearty welcome to the visitors and people assembled, after 
which Elders Albert Glover, S. A. Greenwood, Heber J. Wilson and Henry 
W. Naisbitt, addressed the meeting on the first principles of the Gospel. 

In the afternoon service the clerk presented the names of the general 
authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the European Mission who 
were unanimously sustained. Elder E. P. Oldham was sustained as presi- 
dent of the Sheffield Conference, and the following named Elders were 
sustained in their respective districts: Albert Glover, Ernest P. Horsley, 
J. A. Brown, S. M. Taylor, Moroni Moss and Matthew Forster in the Barns- 
ley district; H. J. Wilson, J. H. Heap, W. H. Edwards end Ernest G. Bur- 
dett in the Sheffield district; Abraham Evans, Joseph H. Page, Chas. 
Swallow and Jas. M. Horsley in the Grimsby district. 

The following statistical report for the past six months was read: 


— 
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Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1; Seventies, 15. Local Priesthood 
—Elders, 12; Priests, 13; Teachers, 3; Deacons,5; members, 246; total 
officers and members, exclusive of missionaries from Zion, 277. Children 
under eight years of age, 71; total number of souls, 348. Tracts distribu- 
ted—from door to door, 27.717; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 2,990. 
Books distributed—sold, 33; loaned, 109; given away, 6. Strangers’ 
houses visited—with first tract only, 5,653; by first invitation, 116; by 
re-invitation, 239. Gospel conversations, 1,680. Meetings held—hall, 201; 
cottage, 30; out-door, 81; Sunday school sessions, 65; M. I. A. sessions, 
26; Bible classes, 39; Priesthood meetings, 12. Baptisms—new members, 
8; children of members, 1; confirmations, 9; ordinations, 2. Children 
blessed—of Church members, 1; of non-members, 1; died, 1; excommuni- 
cated, 1. New subscribers for Star, 12. The speakers were Elders Abra- 
ham Evans, Geo. Ruff and Henry W. Naisbitt. 

The evening meeting was addressed by Elder Henry H. W. Naisbitt, 
with closing remarks by President E. P. Oldham. 

Monday morning, May Ist, a priesthood meeting was held at 16 Middle- 
sex Street, Barnsley, in which we received many valuable and impressive 
instructions relative to the duties that rest upon us as Elders. 

In the afternoon the local and visiting Elders held a number of open-air 
meetings in Hoyland Common, announcing a district meeting to be held 
in the Miners’ Institute that evening. 

The hall was fairly filled and Elder Henry W. Naisbitt addressed the 
audience, giving the people a good understanding of the conditions in 
Utah, also an explanation of Mormonism. 

Elder John A. Brown and Bro. Geo. Mellor deserve much credit for the 
successful rendition of the singing, which added much to the success of the 
Conference. 

Saturday evening April 29, the Elders and Saints assembled in a social 
gathering and spent a pleasant evening. 

The Conference proved a great success and one long to be remembered. 

Ernest P. Horstey, Clerk of Conference. 


— — — — — — 


GOSPEL GUIDANCE. 


THE Gospel is like a school, and the lessons we receive there enter into 
all our affairs and in detail we learn all things pertaining to our individu- 
ality and condition; we discover who we are, what we are, where we came 
from, and whither we are going. 

It teaches us the law of obedience, the law of sacrifice, and self-denial ; 
it teaches us our duty towards, and our relationship to each other, how to 
become useful, bright, gentle, loving, kind and charitable. | 

It teaches us of God the Creator, enlightens us as to His attributes and 
character, and then how we may become perfect like Him. It also teaches 
us that we must approach Him by faith, in prayer through Jesus the 
Mediator, and how we should offer up our prayers. 

The Gospel spirit should enter into all the temporal affuirs of man ds a 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 287 


guide pointing out to him the only way onward and upward; hence, as 
Paul says, “It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that be- 
lieveth,” Romans 1: 16. 

Could the universal obedience of man to the Gospel be secured, “man’s 
inhumanity to man” would cease in this now fallen, selfish world, and the 
two commandments given by our Savior (Matt. 22: 37 to 40) would be all 
the laws required; truth and right would be truly the governing power in 
the temporal affairs of man on earth. 
| R. SHERWOOD. 


THE DOCTRINE OF GOD. 


CHRISTIAN ministers in trying to convey their idea of the Omnipotent, 
and when not influenced by a desire to ridicule the theology of the Latter- 
day Saints, often find themselves employing the same language they prob- 
ably would misconstrue if found in “Mormon” literature. Rev Dr. N. 
D. Hillis, the minister recently called to occupy the Plymouth church 
pulpit, as successor to Abbot and Beecher, speaks about “God defined by 
Christ.” He is quoted as follows: 


“Christ’s thought of God was that of a being clothed with matchless 
simplicity and beauty. He affirmed that God was man’s Father, who had 
made His earthly child in His own image; that man is a miniature of the 
Divine Being; that what reason and judgment and memory and love in 
the small are in man they are in the large in the great God. Moving on 
in His thought, Christ revealed God as the world’s burden-bearer, full of 
exquisite kindness and sympathy; that what He was through three and 
thirty years, God was through all the ages; that what He was to publican 
and sinner in Bethlehem, God was for all maimed and wrecked hearts in 
all worlds; that no human tear falls but God feels it; that no blow smites 
the suffering heart but God shrinks and suffers; that with wistful longing 
He follows the publican and the prodigal, waiting for the hour when He 
may recover the youth to his integrity, or lead the man grown gray in sin 
to His Father’s house.” 


Ho closely this picture resembles that drawn by inspired men of this age! 
God is here said to bea being matchless in beauty, the Father of man; pos- 
sessing reason, judgment, memory, love; capable of suffering as well as of 
its opposite. Man is, in this exegesis of the Scriptures, called “a minia- 
ture of the Divine Being.” Have Christian ministers learned this, as they 
have so many other truths, from the Latter-day Saints? 

There are noticeable defects in the picture drawn. But its features 
seem to centre around the great principle which a noted Latter-day Saint 
leader proclaimed to the world: “As man is, God once was; as God is, 
man may be.” 

In their attempted ridicule of this grand idea, sectarian 3 seem 
to forget entirely their own doctrine of the godhead of Christ, They. de- 
clare that Jesus of Nazareth was God as well as man. All their attacks 
upon the “Mormon” concept of the Father are logically directed against 
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